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= Cross Vt Trail construction project, starting 2020
= Existing Trails in growing regional trail network
= roads

Key:

Cross Vt Trail will follow old railbed (Powerplant Rd), continuing directly
from the Montpelier bike path, there will be trailhead and parking here, too. 

Cross Vt Trail will wind through the U-32 Forest, with a side trail
(universally accessible ) connecting to the school

Cross Vt Trail new 200 ft Winooski Bridge at the site of the old railroad abutments,
and then running between the river and Route 2 on a heavily engineered stretch
of new bike path to the “Hidden Dam”.  (Together, the expensive part of the project.)

At the “Hidden Dam” along Route 2, we will build a new trailhead, parking,
access trail to the rivershore, universally accessible fishing platform, and portages.

Cross Vt Trail keeps going along the river, in the woods downhill from the road.

Finally, the Cross Vt Trail crosses Rte 2 (just before Vt Country Campers
RV dealership) and climbs back up to the hill to the old railbed, with a loop for fun.
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Also, the “Penstock & Portage Trails” will provide new public footpaths along the 
banks of the river, which will also serve as portages for river paddlers.

And the new “Ridge Trail” will add a dramatic single track mountain bike loop
as a new feature to the school trail network.

Cross Vermont Trail
2020-2023 construction project.
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Cross Vt Trail continues to the west on 
Montpelier Siboinebi Path, leading 
directyly to downtown Montpelier and 
tying into greater Barre-Montpelier area 
four communities paved bike path 
network (”Central Vt Path”).

To the north, project connects directly 
to the East Montpelier Trail, new 
sections of which are in active 
development.  Including connection 
between Schoolhouse Rd and  existing 
trail on conserved nature preserve, and 
beyond eventually to other towns in 
U-32 school district.

New portage trails built as a part of the 
Cross Vt Trail project will establish a 
key link in the Winooski Paddlers 
Trail,  allowing safe paddling the 
length of Vermont’s longest river.

East of Route 2, Cross Vt Trail will 
pass through Village of East 
Montpelier, with direct trail 
access to several neighborhoods, 
including 57 homes dedicated to 
affordable housing owned by 
The Housing Trust and also 
Habitat for Humanity. 

Cross Vt Trail continues to 
the east on the Montpelier 
& Wells River Railtrail.

U-32 is a regional 7-12 grade school 
serving towns of Berlin, Calais, 
Middlesex, East Montpelier and 
Worcester (and some students from 
Orange and Washington.)  The school 
forest paths network are widely used 
by both students and the general 
community. Cross Vermont Trail project 
will directly connect with and expand 
these trails, tying them into the 
growing area wide trail network.

9/2020

Flash
Text Box
check in periodically for updates at crossvermont.org



Build the Bridge Fact Sheet.  
 
The fact is  – You did it! 
The biggest story here is that a truly grassroots citizen group is pulling off a major infrastructure improvement. This 
is made possible by VTrans and Federal Highway Administration believing in us and supporting the project 
development over many years. They provided several large federal grants that are paying for 80% of the cost of the 
bridge and some related expensive structures. But then the responsibility passed to CVTA to somehow pull together 
the engineering, permitting, landowner permissions and (this is the biggest part) the 20% of the cost that must come 
from local donors. We succeeded because hundreds of local individuals, businesses and municipalities all joined in 
to make construction of this bridge happen. Thank you to all! 
 
The bridge is the keystone piece of a larger vision. 
The larger vision is to connect the regional trail network (Montpelier Bike Path, Central Vt Regional Path through 
Berlin, Barre and Barre Town, and the East Montpelier Trail) up to U-32 School and on across East Montpelier to 
where the Montpelier and Wells River Rail Trail begins at Route 14 (where the Cross Vt Trail continues in various 
forms on to the New Hampshire border). At the same time the project is providing immediate access to the Winooski 
River for fishing, paddling and just walking through conserved land along the banks, as well as new trailheads, 
parking and other amenities, along with some single track Mountain Bike style loop trails. 
 
Construction of all the trails that will eventually flow through the new Winooski Bridge is underway and will be 
completed incrementally over the course of the next three summers 2021 - 2023. You can help! There are many 
places where volunteer effort will be make a real difference and (full disclosure) we are still raising money for the 
full build out of the trails. But the Winooski Bridge is by far the most expensive and difficult single component of 
the whole effort, and we are more than excited to be doing the hardest part first! 
 
This keystone project is part of CVTA's larger effort to have a complete, off road route from Montpelier to Groton. 
We are talking now with landowners about the best places to put new trail, and hope to have many new projects to 
tell you about in the coming few years.  
 
Project Phases, Budget and ongoing Fundraising for full project between Gallison Hill Rd and Route 14. 
 
Phase One: The Winooski Bridge itself. 
The bridge is by far the biggest portion of the project cost. The money is raised and "in the bank" - amazing, thank 
you everyone! It is being built by CCS Constructors, work has begun Fall of 2020 with completion by CCS 
anticipated Spring 2021. 

 Federal Higway/VTrans Grant: $998,212 
 plus Local Raised Matching Funds: $249,554 
 equals Total Cost of Phase One: $1,247766 
 of which Still Need to Raise: No more for this phase, we did it! 

 
Phase Two: A short but expensive part along side Route 2 just east of the Winooski Bridge. 
This short section spanning the Berlin, Barre Town and East Montpelier town lines requires relocating and replacing 
the existing highway guardrail and other work within the area of the highway. The direct involvement of work within 
the highway requires larger qualified contractors, making it the second biggest component of the total project cost. 
We are preparing now to advertise for bids winter of 20/21 with construction summer 2021. 

 Federal Higway/VTrans Grant: $152,800 
 plus Local Raised Matching Funds: $38,200 
 equals Total Cost of Phase Two: $191,000 
 of which Still Need to Raise: No more for this phase either, we did it! 

 
Phase Three: The Cross Vermont Trail between Gallison Hill Road and the Winooski Bridge. 
The main trail through the forest behind U-32 School and beyond the big bridge up to near Route 2 will be built by 
CVTA with conservation corps crews and volunteers. This work will happen Summer and Fall 2021, the deadline for 
completion is November 2021. 

 Federal Higway/VTrans Grant: $111,145 
 plus needed Local Raised Matching Funds: $27,786 
 equals Total Cost of Phase Three: $138,931 
 of which Still Need to Raise: We still need to raise the local match for this one = $27,786. 

 
Phase Four: The remainder of the Cross Vt Trail from Winooski Bridge over towards Route 14, additional 
trail to U-32 School and along river, trailhead parking. 
Finally, we will build the remainder of the Cross Vermont Trail, across Route 2 and up towards Route 14, as well as 
the spur trails to the school, various fishing, boating and river access trails, and two new trailheads with parking. This 
work will be lead by CVTA with conservation corps crews and smaller contractors. Work will be done incrementally 
over three years 2021 - 2023. 

 Federal Higway/VTrans Grant: No federal highway grant money for this work. 
 plus Other funds to be raised by CVTA: $119,300 
 equals Total Cost of Phase Four: $119,300 
 of which Still Need to Raise: We still need to raise these funds = $119,300; can be from any source and we 

are applying to grants and foundations as well as welcoming local donations. We are building incrementally 
and paying as we go - all donations will go straight to work on the trail. 
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